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Who are AMPI?

• Professional Association representing over 250 pilots across Australia and Papua 

New Guinea.

• Continuous Professional Development Program

• Member of IMPA

• Mentoring Program

• Code of Best Practice, Position Papers and Standards

• Regional conferences - 1 per annum.

• Asia Pacific Conferences – 4 yearly

• Close relationship with NZMPA & UKMPA
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Technology
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ISPO Code – Version 13

6.3.6 The pilot organization establishes proficiency training not only to keep abreast of 

future changes due to technological developments, but also to update the knowledge of 

maritime pilots. To ensure the continued proficiency of maritime pilots, the maritime pilot 

organization sees to it:

That all maritime pilots under its management continue to maintain their required level 

of competency in compliance with the organization’s ISPO management system;

That relevant programs in compliance with rules and regulations support the updating of 

knowledge and skills of maritime pilots;

That a maximum absence period is determined per designated area in which a maritime 

pilot performs pilotage services;

That refresher programs must be in place in the event that the absence has exceeded 

the maximum period.

7.5.2

As technological innovations will embrace PPU technology with new functionalities and 

implications, care must be given that relevant industry standards are taken into account 

and are complied with. It is of great importance that pilot organizations recognize that 

PPU systems should only be used as an aid to the maritime pilot and should not lead to 

a weakening of the traditional skills of the maritime pilots or to paying little attention to 

common practices. Attention must be given to this possible innovation in the training 

program for maritime pilots.

• Portable Pilot Units

• Standard Routes

• Simulation Standards

• Pilotage Data Monitoring

• Remote Pilotage & Autonomy
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PPU Code of Good Practice

PPU 
System

Display 
Device

SensorsSoftware
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World Diana and Rosco Poplar
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Standard Routes
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Simulation Standards
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Pilotage Data Monitoring
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Autonomy & Remote Pilotage 
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Regulation & 

Standards
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Regulation & Standards

• Federal Regulation (AMSA & WHS Act)

• State Regulation (New South Wales, 

Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania, South 

Australia, Western Australia, Northern 

Territory)

• Port Authorities

• AMPI, IMPA, Ports Australia, ARCSOPT
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Regulation & Standards

• Reviews across Victoria, New South Wales, 

Queensland, Tasmania and AMSA

• Engine Power Limiters

• Ethical Use of Data

• Alternative Pathways for Marine Pilotage

• Pilot Ladders
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2/2024 Engine Power Limiters



ISPO Conference | Melbourne | 9-10th Oct 2024



ISPO Conference | Melbourne | 9-10th Oct 2024

Newcastle Incident – 22 April 2023  (1)

Cape size bulk carrier.  Loa 295 x 46m.  Draft 8.9m.  Built 2012
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Newcastle Incident – 22 April 2023  (2)



ISPO Conference | Melbourne | 9-10th Oct 2024

4/2024 Ethical Use of Data
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1/2023 Alternative Training Pathways
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PILOT TRANSFER ARRANGEMENTS

AMENDMENTS TO SOLAS V/23

1.2.2 The management objectives of the ISPO are: 

• To assess risk to property, the environment, ships, personnel and operations, and to 
establish appropriate safeguards;

To continuously improve safety management practices within maritime pilot 
organizations

7.6 Embarking and Disembarking 

7.6.1 The pilot organization establishes and maintains procedures for the safe 
embarking and disembarking of maritime pilots, in accordance with local, national and 
international regulations and recommendations. 

7.6.2 The pilot organization establishes procedures for the reporting of any vessel 
equipped with a non-compliant boarding arrangement. 
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Australia

• Woodside Terminal updated terminal manual to require pilot 

ladder replacement at not more 30 month intervals.

• AAL Dampier Pilot Fell 5-6 m after both man ropes parted.

• Growing number of ports have issued local marine notices with 

requirements exceeding SOLAS. 
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Updates to SOLAS v23

• The committee working on this in July at IMO. 

• IMPA played a leading role with Marine Pilots on the Delegations of Australia, Brazil, 

France, Italy, Republic of Korea, UK and USA. 

• Between meeting in 2023 and 2024 a correspondence group considered documents 

and inputs members.

• Technical details taken out of the SOLAS reg and put into a MANDATORY 

performance standard.

• Consequential amendments to Pilot Ladder Poster Considered
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Updates to SOLAS v23

• Mandatory performance standard. Split into 5 parts covering:

• Design, Manufacture and Construction

• Rigging

• Installation of Pilot Ladder Winch Reels

• Operational Readiness Onboard Inspection and Maintenance

• Familiarisation Onboard  

• Approval
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PART F– APPROVAL 34 Pilot transfer arrangements installed in accordance with regulation 

V/23.3 shall be approved by the Administration as complying with these performance 

standards before being put into service for the first time and after repair, alteration or 

modification to the arrangements provider for in paragraphs 5 to 8 and paragraph 10 of part A, 

or part C, of these performance standards. 

35 Pilot transfer arrangements installed in accordance with regulation V/23.4 and .5 shall be 

approved by the Administration as complying with these performance standards after 

alteration or modification, if any, or repair, to the arrangements provided for in paragraphs 5 to 

8 and paragraph 10 of part A, or part C, of these performance standards. 

36 A pilot ladder, including the means of securing the pilot ladder at intermediate lengths, and 

manropes provided to meet the requirements of these performance standards shall be type-

approved by the Administration as complying with these performance standards. 

37 A manufacturer quality control system shall be required and shall be audited by a 

competent authority to ensure continuous compliance with the type approval conditions. 

Alternatively, the Administration may use final product verification procedures where 

compliance with the type approval certificate is verified by a competent authority before the 

product is installed on board ships.
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Updates to SOLAS v23

• Removal of “Grandfathering” all ships will need to comply by 2030.

• Early Implementation. 

• Clear remove from service date now applies to pilot ladders and man ropes.

• Enhanced certification requirements for pilot ladders

• Clearer requirements for onboard Inspection

• Clearer requirements for onboard familiarisation with Pilot Boarding Arrangements.

• Improved Trapdoor arrangements
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Updates to SOLAS v23

• Pilot ladders and man ropes will be required to be replaced 3 years from date of 

manufacture or within 30 months of being put into service which ever is earlier.

• We had increased diameter for winch drums to avoid compression damage however 

this was unsuccessful. 
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Ships will now need to 

supply compliant 

arrangements at all 

conditions of seagoing 

draft.
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To comply with 

new performance 

standard the 

ladder would 

need to be aft of 

the platform and 

the platform at 

least 5m above 

the sea.
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1. Ladders 

must be 

secured to 

the deck of 

the vessel 

with 

stanchions 

and man 

ropes  

available
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NON 

COMPLIANT
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Embarkation Platform

This arrangement does not comply with Solas 

V/23 . 
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Self certification of 

pilot ladders will 

no longer be 

allowed. The 

administration will 

be required to 

approve.
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Steps need 

to remain 

horizontal at 

all times. 
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Continuous Professional 

Development
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Continuous Professional Development   

• Overview

• Workshops

• System Updates

6.3.6 The pilot organization establishes proficiency training not only to keep 

abreast of future changes

due to technological developments, but also to update the knowledge of maritime 

pilots. To

ensure the continued proficiency of maritime pilots, the maritime pilot organization 

sees to it:

• That all maritime pilots under its management continue to maintain their required 

level of

competency in compliance with the organization’s ISPO management system;

• That relevant programs in compliance with rules and regulations support the 

updating of

knowledge and skills of maritime pilots;

• That a maximum absence period is determined per designated area in which a 

maritime pilot

performs pilotage services;

• That refresher programs must be in place in the event that the absence has 

exceeded the

maximum period.

6.3.7 The maritime pilot organization establishes and maintains a system for the 

administration and/or

registration of the maritime pilots which includes at least the following information:

• General information;

• Records of pilotage service (experience and qualifications);

• Training records;
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Overview
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APIs and Usability
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Advanced Marine Pilot Training



Questions 
& Answers
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